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the Macmillan User
Involvement team at
Greater Manchester
Cancer.
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In October 2013, at the age of 45, Julie
was diagnosed with stage 3 breast cancer.
She had a mastectomy followed by
chemotherapy and radiotherapy at the
Christie. After discovering she has the
gene mutation (PALB2), Julie had further
surgery and then reconstructive surgery.
“When I finished treatment, I decided I
wanted to give something back to the
people who had helped me,” Julie says.
“My husband and I held a fundraising ‘Pink
Party’ and raised just over £4000 which we
donated to the Complimentary Health
Department at The Christie.”
As well as fundraising, Julie was keen to
give back in other ways and really wanted
to help people going through breast
cancer. When a good friend introduced her
to the Greater Manchester Cancer User
Picture: Julie at her fundraising ‘Pink Party’
Involvement Programme, she was happy
to get involved.
Making improvements in the standard and quality of care provided to patients after
they have received treatment is of significant importance to Julie. She says,
“Primarily, in the future, I would like to know that everyone finishing treatment is
given an effective aftercare plan, something I feel is missing currently.” She would
also like to see more support available for partners and carers.
Julie really enjoys taking part in influencing the future of cancer services for patients
locally and is hoping that her involvement can eventually make a difference to
aftercare for cancer patients. “I was invited to speak about my experiences at the
‘Living with & Beyond’ event which I thoroughly enjoyed and would definitely
recommend the user involvement programme to others.”

31st January
Cancer Education
Event
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7th February
User Involvement
Matters Session

10th February
MCIP Event: Tackling
Cancer Care in
Manchester

16th February
User Involvement
Steering Group
Meeting

For more information about these events, please contact the Macmillan User
Involvement Team on 0161 918 2368 or email mc.userinvolvement@nhs.net

Greater Manchester Cancer and Macmillan User Involvement Steering Group…
The Greater Manchester Cancer and Macmillan
User Involvement Steering Group (UI Steering
Group) was established 18 months ago as part
of the Manchester Cancer Macmillan User
Involvement Programme.
It is a representative group of people affected by
cancer and currently has 18 members who
either live or have received cancer treatment in
Greater Manchester and East Cheshire. The
group meet monthly at locations across Greater
Manchester and East Cheshire.
The UI Steering Group is responsible for
monitoring, evaluating and guiding the Picture: Members of the Steering Group.
Macmillan User Involvement Programme within Back L-R Tony Bishop, Mike Molete, Alison Doyle, Gary Whittaker
Front L-R Coleen Quinn, Nabila Farooq, Kirsten Oakes, Ann Matthews
Greater Manchester Cancer, with the support of
the Macmillan User Involvement Team. Service user representatives on all clinical pathways, vanguard
innovation projects and other affiliated groups regularly report and update steering group members on
developments, progress and outcomes of work. The steering group may then make recommendations on
actions that need to be taken or points that need to be raised through the wider network of service user
representatives on behalf of people affected by cancer. The steering group is represented at the Greater
Manchester Cancer Board by its two service user representatives: David Makin and Nabila Farooq.

A clear reporting structure is in place for the user involvement programme. It
identifies opportunities for people affected by cancer to influence and support the
design, development and implementation of services and Innovation projects across
Greater Manchester as well as detailing the process by which Service User
Representatives on Boards feed in the wider view of patients and carers, as their
role requires. To see the reporting structure fully please click here

Jenny Scott is the Programme Director of the Cancer Vanguard in Greater Manchester.
The Vanguard is a partnership between Greater Manchester, Royal Marsden partners and
University College London Hospitals (UCLH) and it has been given national funding for 2
years to test out innovations in cancer care that aim to radically improve cancer outcomes
and patient experience. Jenny works with a wide range of colleagues including several
Macmillan user representatives to take forward a number of projects. These cover areas
such as establishing cancer champions in the community, earlier diagnosis of cancer,
support for aftercare pathways and exploring how cancer services might be organised and funded in the future.
Jenny has worked in the NHS for 28 years, has 2 grown up children and lives in Manchester. She sings in a choir,
is a keen gardener and enjoys walking, learning to sail and a little bit of fell running!

Greater Manchester Cancer
Have you been affected by cancer? By sharing your experiences and opinions, you can help improve
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If you’re
Please call us on 0161 918 2087, or email mc.userinvolvement@nhs.net.

