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Welcome to the 

nineteenth edition of 

the newsletter from 

the Macmillan User 

Involvement team at 

Greater Manchester 

Cancer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
L-R Lucie, Paula, Wendy 

and Michelle 

 

 

Sharon’s Story… 

“…I hope I can make 
a positive contribution 
to move things 
forward by listening to 
others, sharing and 
passing on 
information, so cancer 
services go from 
strength to 
strength…” 
 
 

How you’re helping 

us make a difference 

 Brain & CNS small 

community 

 National Cancer 

Vanguard Sharing 

Event 
 

Meet the team… 

Adrian Hackney is the 

Director of 

Commissioning at 

Greater Manchester 

Cancer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

 

  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon is particularly interested in how and when information is disseminated, such 

as Macmillan booklets, which explain things so well.  “It can be so overwhelming 

but having a booklet to explain or simplify things can be so helpful.”  “I feel very 

privileged to be part of the colorectal small community group.  I have met some 

people who are clearly very passionate about helping to make a difference and I 

look forward to contributing further.” 

Sharon has just participated in a ‘Back to the Future’ programme designed by 

Oldham Cancer Support.  “It has helped me prepare to return to work in the near 

future,” says Sharon adding, “I have met countless amazing people on this journey 

both professionals and other patients who have, beyond doubt, enriched my life.”  

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon was diagnosed with a bowel tumour and 

secondary cancer in her liver in 2015.  Following 

treatment, she was deemed a ‘complete 

responder’ as the bowel tumour seemed to have 

disappeared - but it reared its head in her next 

scan and an ileostomy ensued in May 2016.   

Sharon became involved in the User Involvement 

Programme after attending a Healthwatch Event 

in Oldham.  Sharon says, “I realised that my 

experiences and those of people I had met along 

the way needed to be shared and used to 

continually improve cancer services.”   

 “Attending the User Involvement Induction was 

extremely informative and I would highly 

recommend attending these sessions.  I was 

awestruck by the huge job which is being 

undertaken and impressed by the plans in place. 

to make it happen.”  

20th April 24th April 16th May  31st May  

User Involvement 
Steering Group 

Vanguard 
Innovation 
Steering Group 

Vanguard: Faster 
Diagnosis Showcase 
Event 

Cancer Education 
Manchester Board 

For more information about these events, please contact the Macmillan User 
Involvement Team on 0161 918 2368 or email mc.userinvolvement@nhs.net 
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People Affected by Cancer take their place at National Vanguard Sharing Event 

The National Cancer Vanguard sharing event on the 23rd March was organised by the Cancer Vanguard 

partners, ULCH Cancer Collaborative and Royal Marsden, for the newly formed Cancer Alliances.  Two people 

affected by cancer, Mike Thorpe and Mike Molete, attended alongside the Programme Director, Jenny Scott and 

Adrian Hackney, Director of Commissioning in Greater Manchester.  

Mike Thorpe said “It was great to be representing people affected by cancer at the National Vanguard event.  

The impact of involving people affected by cancer in the Vanguard projects and GM Cancer has been great and I 

think it has given us a voice and we are being listened to.  This is a great example for Cancer Alliances to see 

how people affected by cancer can be at the heart of achieving world class outcomes for cancer.” 

 

Adrian is the Director of Commissioning – GM Cancer, responsible for the collaborative commissioning of cancer 

services across GM CCGs.  Adrian is also the managerial lead of Greater Manchester Cancer, which now 

combines the previously separate teams for cancer pathways, user involvement, commissioning and cancer 

team members from the Strategic Clinical Network. 

Adrian commenced in the NHS in 1981, as a nursing assistant, before training and qualifying as a mental health 

nurse.  He worked for 14 years in Child & Adolescent Mental Health before moving into acute hospital general 

management and more recently into commissioning.  Adrian is passionate about getting systems 

 

Have you been affected by cancer? By sharing your experiences and opinions, you can help improve 

cancer services. If you’re a patient, family member, carer or friend, we would love to hear from you. 

Please call us on 0161 918 2087, or email mc.userinvolvement@nhs.net.  

Greater Manchester Cancer 

 

 

Adrian lives in Wilmslow and he is an avid (some may say obsessive) road cyclist, with a number of big cycling 

challenges already planned for 2017.  He has three children and two step children (all adults and living 

independently). 

 

Brain and Central Nervous System (CNS) focus group 

The Brain and CNS small community along with Service User Representatives on the Pathway Board were 

involved at the end of last year in designing a health and wellbeing event for brain and CNS patients.   A focus 

group was recently held to evaluate all the feedback about the day from patients and carers who attended, and 

also to discuss a way forward for the continuation of these events in the future so that more patients can 

benefit from them.  Brain tumour support charities joined the small community at the focus group along with the 

Director of the Pathway Board and clinical nurse specialists.  As well as discussing the health and wellbeing 

event, the group also heard from Ricky Williams from Salford Royal Hospital about tissue banking.  The small 

community was able to feedback on when patients should be approached and provided with information on the 

collection of tumour tissue so that they can provide informed consent on this in a timely and appropriate way.  

They also discussed the need and set up of a Brain and CNS support group in Greater Manchester. 

 

to work for and with people, patients and staff.  Although there 

are many excellent aspects of cancer services in Greater 

Manchester, Adrian believes there is a fantastic opportunity in 

Greater Manchester to make further improvements and to lead 

the way nationally, in terms of clinical and patient outcomes and 

particularly with respect to the engagement of service users in 

shaping services.  With a national focus on improving cancer 

services, devolved decision making in Greater Manchester, the 

National Cancer Vanguard and a shared commitment to deliver 

the local Cancer Plan, the time is right to make a significant 

difference. 

 


