Welcome to the
fourth edition of the
newsletter from the
Macmillan User
Involvement team at
Manchester Cancer.

Robina was diagnosed with cervical cancer in
2012 and was treated with a radical
hysterectomy at St Mary’s Hospital. Prior to
her diagnosis, Robina worked on cancer
awareness programmes across Oldham and
has since gone on to do a Master’s degree in
Diversity Management & Inclusion. Robina is
liaising closely with the Macmillan User
Involvement Team to help recruit and involve
people affected by cancer from Black and
Minority Ethnic (BME) communities to the
Manchester Cancer programme.

L-R: Lucie, Michelle,
Tanya and Jonathan

Robina says “I expressed an interest in getting
involved with the Gynaecology Pathway Board
and have since gone on to complete my
induction. I have also had the opportunity to
meet with the Pathway Board Director and
Pathway Manger as well as observe a Board
Meeting so I’m feeling well prepared and
ready to input in a valuable way at the next
Board Meeting in 2016!”.

Robina’s story
“I feel well prepared
and ready to input in a
valuable way”
How you’re helping
us make a difference
 Psychological
support ‘small
community’
 Appointing people
affected by cancer
to strategic boards
Meet the team…
James Leighton is
the new Acting
Associate Director of
Manchester Cancer

7th January
Regular Steering
Group Meeting

28th January
User
Involvement
Matters Session

1st February
User
Involvement
Induction

4th February
Steering Group
Meeting

For more information about these events, please contact the Macmillan User
Involvement Team on 0161 918 2368 or email mc.userinvolvement@nhs.net

ISSUE 4, JANUARY 2016

Psychological Support ‘Small Community’
The Psychological Support
Pathway has received a
great deal of interest from
people affected by cancer,
resulting in the establishment
of the User Involvement
Programme’s first ‘Small Community’.
Liaising closely with the Service User Representative
from the Psychological Pathway, the Small
Community will receive updates on progress and
developments. This will provide a forum to allow
members to share their views and opinions on the
work of the Psychological Support Pathway and its
future direction.
Manchester Cancer and the Psychological Support
Pathway believe this is a fantastic opportunity to
widen the voice of people affected by cancer and
that this wider voice will ensure the Board are able to
fulfil its role across Greater Manchester and East
Cheshire with greater authority. If you are interested
in becoming a member of a psychological small
community, please get in touch with the Macmillan
User Involvement Team mc.userinvolvement@nhs.net

Selection Panel Development
On 14 December 2015, Tanya Humphreys facilitated a
meeting with people affected by cancer, during which the
selection process to be followed for the appointment of
Service User Representatives for the Manchester Cancer
Provider Board, the Greater Manchester Cancer
Commissioning Board and the Cancer Education
Manchester Board was co-designed.
At this meeting, it was agreed that those willing to be
considered for the above roles will be interviewed by
three people affected by cancer and an existing member
of the corresponding board. It was felt that this process
was an important step in ensuring that the Service User
Representative was chosen by the people that they will
be representing and advocating on behalf of. Tanya will
work with the selection panel to ensure that the process
is objective and fair. The interviews will take place in late
January and early February.
If you would like to be considered for one of the above
Boards or the Selection Panel please send your
expressions of interest to Tanya by Friday 8th January.
Email Tanya.humphreys@nhs.net or call 0161 918 2368.

James Leighton is the Acting Associate
Director of Manchester Cancer. He has
replaced Tom Pharaoh, who has been
seconded to work on the Cancer
Vanguard.
James originally joined Manchester
Cancer as a Pathway Board Manager.
Previous to that James qualified as a
Radiographer in 1983 and spent the majority of his career
working within Radiology at what is now Salford Royal. He

was also a clinical tutor on the undergraduate
radiography programme at the University of
Salford.
In 1999, he left clinical radiography and
began working in strategic and change
management working on a number of large
scale projects within Lancashire, South
Cumbria as well as across Greater
Manchester.

Have you been affected by cancer? By sharing your experiences and opinions, you can help improve
cancer services. If you’re a patient, family member, carer or friend, we would love to hear from you.
To
find out
more, please
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2016call us on 0161 918 2368, or email mc.userinvolvement@nhs.net.

