Welcome to the first
edition of the new
newsletter from the
Macmillan User
Involvement team at
Manchester Cancer.

“When I cared for a family member with
cancer, I felt the health system was
fragmented and thought the role of carers went
unrecognised. I wanted to improve things so I
joined Healthwatch and Carers UK. Then, in
2012, I was introduced to Manchester Cancer
and I jumped at the chance to be part of the
organisation.”
Since then, Mike has interviewed potential
Pathway Board Directors, helped recruit the
Macmillan User Involvement Team, and also
co-designed a survey that will help improve
the Macmillan Cancer Information Centre at
Manchester Royal Infirmary.

L-R: Michelle, Jonathan,
Tanya, Lucie and Hannah

Mike’s story
“I’m honoured to be
part of Manchester
Cancer – they should
be very proud of the
work they’re doing!”

He says, “You don’t have to be the loudest
voice in the room to have a big impact. I learnt
this when I was involved in politics while living
in South Africa, and it has helped me when
volunteering with Manchester Cancer. I’m
proud to be part of such an influential
organisation, and I know my experiences and
opinions are helping to drive change.”

How you’re helping
us make a difference
Meet the team…
Mr David Shackley is
the Medical Director
of Manchester
NHS Update

29th Sept
End of Life care
workshop

10th Oct
Leukaemia and
Lymphoma patient
conference

21st Oct
Living with
Secondary Breast
Cancer event

21st Nov
Beating Bowel
Cancer conference

For more information or to register for any of these events, please contact
the team on 0161 918 2368 or email mc.userinvolvement@nhs.net
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Macmillan Innovation Fund
In 2014 Macmillan awarded Manchester Cancer a
£350,000 ‘Living With and Beyond Cancer Innovation
Fund’ so Pathway Boards could run innovative new
projects to improve the outcomes and experiences of
people living with and beyond cancer.
People affected by cancer scrutinised the applications
to make sure they were patient focused. And together
we are funding 13 projects, including training
programmes for professionals, a range of health and
wellbeing events, and a new specialist nurses group
that will work to increase the uptake of the Macmillan
Recovery Package for colorectal cancer patients.

Mr David Shackley is a
consultant urological
surgeon at Salford Royal
Foundation Trust and the
Medical Director of
Manchester Cancer. He
leads the service delivery
arm of Manchester Cancer
and helps Pathway Board
Directors achieve their
ambitious goals. Mr
Shackley says, “We want
our cancer outcomes to be
the best in the world.
Manchester Cancer has
adopted a new approach to
user involvement that will
enable us to achieve this.

Appointing New Pathway Board Directors
Pathway Board Directors lead clinicians to deliver
improvements in patient experiences and outcomes.
Three vacancies for Pathway Board Directors recently
arose, and people affected by cancer interviewed the
candidates to ensure we appointed the right people, who
will keep patients at the heart of service improvements.
Wendy, who sat on the interview panel, said, “I found the
process extremely interesting, demanding but rewarding.
Being involved in the appointment of people, who can
help to improve the experience of cancer patients and
their carers, is a definite privilege.” You can find out more
about the successful candidates here.

Leaders across healthcare research, academia and
industry recently launched the Health Innovation
Manchester partnership. This new partnership is the
latest landmark in Manchester’s devolution of health
and social care, and it will speed up the discovery,
development and delivery of innovative solutions to
improve the health of three million people in Greater
Manchester and beyond.

“People affected by
cancer are at the heart of
everything we do, and
we’re making sure they
have the power to bring
about real changes in
cancer services. We’ve
had many successes
together so far and I’m
excited for the future.”

On Friday 25th September, Macmillan is holding the
world’s biggest coffee morning. Get together with
friends and family and ask for a
donation in return for a cuppa and
a cake. Sign up for your free Coffee
Morning Kit full of everything you’ll
need to make your event a success. The money you
raise will help make sure no one faces cancer alone.

Have you been affected by cancer? By sharing your experiences and opinions, you can help improve
cancer services. If you’re a patient, family member, carer or friend, we would love to hear from you.
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call us on 0161 918 2368, or email mc.userinvolvement@nhs.net.

