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Greater Manchester Cancer 

Haemato-Oncology Pathway Board 

 

Haemato-Oncology Pathway Board Meeting 
 

Minutes and Actions 
 

Meeting time and date: Thursday 16th May 2019 15:00-17:00 

Venue: Seminar Room A/B, 5th Floor, Research Department, St Mary’s Hospital, Manchester. 

 

Members in attendance 

Name  Role Organisation 
Attendance 
2019/20 

Eleni Tholouli (ET) Pathway Director GM Cancer 1/1 

Michelle Leach (ML) Pathway Manager GM Cancer 1/1 

Ann Matthews (AM) Service User Representative Macmillan User Involvement 1/1 

Adrian Bloor (AB) Consultant Haematologist The Christie NHS Foundation Trust 1/1 

Anne Harrison GP representative GM 1/1 

Simon Watt (SW) Consultant Haematologist MFT 1/1 

Alberto Rocci Consultant Haematologist MFT 1/1 

John Burthem (JB) Consultant Haematologist MFT 1/1 

Claire Barnes  (CB) Consultant Haematologist Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust 1/1 

Richard Chasty (RC) Consultant Haematologist  The Christie NHS Foundation Trust 1/1 

Hitesh Patel (HP) Consultant Haematologist WWL 1/1 

Satarupa Choudhuri 
(SC) 

Consultant Haematologist Pennine Acute Trust 1/1 

Montaser Haj (MH) Consultant Haematologist Stockport NHS Foundation Trust 1/1 

Charlene Jones (CJ) TYA CNS The Christie NHS Foundation Trust 1/1 

 

Guests in attendance 

Name  Role Organisation 

Zahra Batool (ZB) Senior Team Administrator GM Cancer 

 

Apologies 

Name  Role Organisation Attendance 2019/20 

Helen Wrench (HW) Transformation Lead Pennine Acute Trust 0/1 

Richard Cowan (RC) Consultant  
The Christie NHS 
Foundation Trust 

0/1 

Adrian Hackney 
(AH) 

Director of Commissioning  GM Cancer 0/1 

Denise Bonney Paediatric representative MFT (Oxford Road) 0/1 

John Hudson Consultant Haematologist Macclesfield 0/1 
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1. Apologies and Introductions 

Discussion 
summary 

ET welcomed all to the meeting and introduced:  
RC as the lead for haemato-oncology of the NW Genomics centre.  
ZB as the team administrator for GM Cancer.    
Apologies were noted as above.  

Actions and 
responsibility 

none 

 

2. Minutes from the last meeting 

Discussion 
summary 

Minutes from the last meeting were discussed and signed off as a correct record.  

Actions and 
responsibility 
 

Accepted as accurate 

 

3. Matters Arising 

Discussion 
summary 

There were no non-agenda matters arising.  

Actions and 
responsibility 

No further actions 

 

4. ERAS+ 

Discussion 
summary 

ET informed the board that a PhD student from Saudi Arabia has been recruited who may 
possibly be able to take on the ERAS+ project with a laboratory component. Discussions 
about the PhD student ensued. The funding for the student will come directly from Saudi 
Arabia and JB would be his main university supervisor. We need to ensure the student can 
have access to data across both MFT and CFT. 
The board members were asked for funding ideas as around £16,000 is needed. ET will 
pursue funding options and present in the form of a proposal for the University of 
Manchester.  

Actions and 
responsibility 

ET to pursue funding options and prepare a written proposal for the University. 

 

5. HCDP Update 

Discussion 
summary 

JB informed the board that progress has been made internally with service provision in terms 
of reporting and samples being delivered in a timely manner. Currently there are no issues in 
the quality of work being produced. It was noted that staffing levels on weekends are being 
addressed and moving forward. JB also updated the board on the progress of molecular 
testing but there may be an issue with acquiring people to interpret test results in the future.  
 
In the future, GM will be obliged to redirect genomics work from GM and Lancashire/South 
Cumbria (currently going to Leeds) which will be a big challenge. It will have an impact on 
the service that GM currently provides and there may be resulting staffing issues. 
Discussions followed about challenges around consent from patients for genomics tests 
when no clear recommendations can be made following interpretation of test results. JB 
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explained that there could be two levels of consents. There was some concern expressed by 
members over the necessity of testing newly diagnosed patients and how it could affect 
them mentally if a genetic mutation is found. It was noted that the group will need to 
embrace this process as it will be implemented and there should be parity in the way 
consent is being given across the Trusts. 
JB stated that there are still some financial issues to be worked through. ET suggested that 
Trust representatives from the board should discuss this with their respective finance teams 
to move this forward. Each Trust/Centre will need to identify a lead for this task.  
A discussion took place about the national roll-out of acute leukaemia whole genome 
sequencing.  ML stated that there is a new Genomics pathway board and will do an 
introductory email between RC and the pathway manager for the board Claire Goldrick.  RC 
agreed to summarise the discussion about the process and expected benefits for distribution 
to all board members with his contact details for queries relating to this. 

Actions and 
responsibility 

ALL to approach local finance teams to ensure HCDP is recognised as a necessity within 
their Trust  
RC to summarise the whole genome sequencing process and send to ML for distribution 
CB to chase up SRFT for the website and feedback to ET at next meeting   
Patient pathways for tests to be sent to ET/ML for distribution to the board. 

 

6. 62 Day pathway report 

Discussion 
summary 

ET opened the discussion into Q4 figures which have dropped to 81% meaning we have 
failed the target of 85% for Q4.   ET stated that the board needs to work together to reach 
the 85% target in a consistent way. MH commented that staffing is an issue not only in 
Stockport but across the NHS in the North West.  ET asked MH and SC to investigate the 
breaches in more detail to see if we can move this forward. JB suggested plotting all 62day 
performances over the past 3 years to see if there is an overall improvement. 

Actions and 
responsibility 

MH to investigate Stockport’s figures and report back to ET. 
SC to investigate Pennine’s figures and report back to ET  
ML to obtain 62d target figures across GM for past 3 years 

  

 

 

7. Frailty Index Project  

Discussion 
summary 

Item deferred until next meeting as Richard was not present to update the board. 
 

Actions and 
responsibility 

Item to be included in next meeting’s agenda. 

 

8. Pathway Guidelines and treatment protocols  

Discussion 
summary 

MM, CML and CLL guidelines had been distributed and the board formally approved them 
for upload to the GM Cancer website. 
ET will distribute the MDS guidelines to the board for comments by 31st May. And bring back 
for ratification at the next board 
ET asked ML to reinstate the old ALL guidelines to the GM Cancer website until the new one 
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is ready 

Actions and 
responsibility 

ML to upload MM, CML and CLL guidelines to Gm Cancer website   
ET to send round MDS guidelines for comments ML to put them on the July board agenda 
for ratification   
ML to reinstate the old ALL guidelines to the GM Cancer website   

 

9. Homecare services in GM 

Discussion 
summary 

ET updated the board that funding has not yet been secured for Homecare Services but 
significant progress had been made. GE Healthcare has expressed an interest to get 
involved with this service as well.  ET commented that work needs to be done with the solid 
tumour SACT team going forwards if we are to achieve the same chemo service as them. 
The Christie has piloted using hospices. This could be expanded and in addition large GP 
Surgeries and pharmacies could be set up as local treatment centres. This model should be 
moved forward for non-solid tumours.  ET explained how the model would work logistically 
and commented that the service will be cost-modelled. 

Actions and 
responsibility 

ET to continue to update the board on progress 

  

10. Paediatric Haematology  

Discussion 
summary 

Item deferred to the next meeting. 

Actions and 
responsibility 

Item to be included in next meeting’s agenda. 

  

11. Specialist Nursing Group update  

Discussion 
summary 

ML was due to attend The Cancer Lead Nurses meeting to ask for guidance on attendance 
at CNS meetings but this was cancelled. Dave Wright (Lead Nurse/Pathway Director of TYA) 
has given permission for ML to contact the group and gain their feedback. 

Actions and 
responsibility 

ML to contact nurses AL and gain feedback from Cancer lead Nurse Group and will update 
the board at the next meeting. 

  

12. Update from Transformation Team Lead   

Discussion 
summary 

ML updated the board that the Transformation team at Stockport FT have been doing some 
work on the haematological treatment summaries based on the original ones from Pennine 
that were signed off last year at board.  These have been distributed and can be used in the 
Trusts. ET reiterated that the summaries need to be in use and asked all board members to 
ensure this is happening within their Trust.  
ML explained that the Recovery Package has changed its name to Personalised Care in line 
with the NHS Long term Plan.  

Actions and 
responsibility 

ALL to ensure treatment summaries are being used within their Trust 
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13. User Involvement Update 

Discussion 
summary 

AM was in attendance of the board meeting but has been attending most of the meetings 
alone without a second patient representative. ML suggested that further representation is 
needed. Currently the UI team are stretched but a new representative has been identified 
and needs to complete the recruitment process. DE is still keen to be part of the board. 

Actions and 
responsibility 

ML to speak to Paula Daley the User Involvement Team Lead about recruitment and update 
the board at the next meeting.  

  

14. Research  

Discussion 
summary 

No update from ET. 
 

Actions and 
responsibility 

Item to be included in next meeting’s agenda 

 

15. Education   

Discussion 
summary 

A brief update was provided about the education event. The event in Haydock on MDS and 
MPN was well attended with 79 attendees and feedback was good. 
 
The group briefly discussed CAR-T cell therapy and it was decided that this should be added 
as an agenda item. 

Actions and 
responsibility 

 ML to add CAR-T cell therapy to the agenda for the next meeting   

  

16. AOB  

Discussion 
summary 

AB mentioned consent forms which are being developed by CRUK and combine patient info 
with consent for local implementation. ET agreed that we should engage in a harmonised 
approach to this across GM and will send the documents to ML for distribution 

Actions and 
responsibility 

ML to distribute the CRUK Consent Forms and add as an agenda item at the next meeting. 

 

Future meetings (All Thursday 3-5pm): 

11th July 2019 – Meeting Room 6, Trust Admin, 3rd Floor, The Christie. 
5th September - Meeting Room 6, Trust Admin, 3rd Floor, The Christie 
7th November - Meeting Room 6, Trust Admin, 3rd Floor, The Christie 

 

 

 

 


