
 

 

 

NHS-Galleri trial – Commencing in GM from October 2021 

Greater Manchester Cancer Alliance is supporting recruitment to 

the NHS-Galleri trial, which aims to evaluate a new test which 

uses a single blood sample to test for over 50 types of cancer.  

The test is designed to be used alongside other cancer screening 

tests.  The trial is led by the Cancer Research UK & King’s College 

London Cancer Prevention Trials Unit in partnership with the NHS and healthcare company 

GRAIL, who have developed the Galleri™ test. 

Aims of the trial 

This trial aims to support the ambitions of the NHS Long Term Plan to increase the 

proportion of cancers diagnosed at early stage from 50 to 75% by 2028. 

By screening blood samples of participants who are showing no symptoms of cancer, it is 

expected that this trial will identify patients who may have early stage cancer who can then 

be investigated and treated appropriately, with the prospect of better long term outcomes.  

From early studies, the test is expected to have a specificity of 99.5% of and a false positive 

rate of 0.5%. 

Participant selection 

As one of eight alliances involved nationally, recruitment of members of the public to the trial 

will begin shortly, with the first participants expected to have their bloods taken in October 

2021.  

Invitations will be sent to around 20,000 members of the public around GM, providing they 

are aged 50-77 with no history of cancer within the last 3 years. 

Screening and follow-up 

Participants who consent to take part will be asked to provide a blood sample at a local 

mobile clinic. They will be invited back for a second and third blood sample at yearly 

intervals.  

Detection of a cancer signal by the test does not confirm a diagnosis of cancer and will be 

followed up by diagnostic evaluation. Participants whose results indicate a cancer signal will 

be referred directly to an appropriate local suspected cancer referral pathway.  

Pathway arrangements 

GPs will be informed of positive test results but do not have to make the referral.  The trial 

has been designed to minimise the impact on GP practices, although we recognise that GPs 

or other health professionals may be asked by patients about the trial. 

Referrals will be made by the trial team and will link to local pathways. 

Specific pathway arrangements for patients whose blood results show a positive cancer 

signal, therefore requiring a suspected cancer referral, are in the process of being finalised 

and an update will be made in due course. 



 

 

Greater Manchester schedule 

This trial will be conducted as a phased approach across Greater Manchester, with the 

screening unit moving to each locality for a specified period before then moving on to the 

next.  

 

The amount of time spent in each locality will depend on several factors including relative 

population, however the unit will likely spend 2-4 weeks in each area. Invites to the public 

will be sent 2-3 weeks ahead of the unit going live in their area. 

Exact locations and timings are still to be finalised, however it is expected to run as follows: 

Oldham CCG – Confirmed start in October 2021 

Salford CCG – Expected November 2021 TBC 

 

Manchester CCG, Trafford CCG,  Heywood, Middleton & Rochdale CCG, Wigan CCG, Bury 

CCG, Bolton CCG, Stockport CCG, Tameside & Glossop CCG 

Information for healthcare professionals 

Briefing materials for health professionals will be made available over the coming weeks and 

will be circulated to you as appropriate.  

There are also two available FAQ documents at present for GPs and Primary Care staff. 

Please find these attached alongside this briefing note.  

Information for the public 

 

A public information website is available at https://www.nhs-galleri.org/  This website 

provides an overview of the trial and commonly asked questions. 

A national media launch will take place on Monday 13th September 2021 (please note this is 

under embargo). This will take place from Runcorn, with Cheshire & Merseyside Cancer 

Alliance as one of the first Alliances to roll out the pilot, just ahead of Greater Manchester. 

 

If you have further information regarding this trial, please contact Alison.Armstrong7@nhs.net 

https://www.nhs-galleri.org/
https://www.nhs-galleri.org/

